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A Note from the Editors:
You are reading something beautiful. Twenty years ago, Mr. Earl Taylor founded Heritage
Academy to teach Americads youth the principl
Heritage has three campuses, and its message of founding principles has tte@csends of
scholars. But we, those fortunates who are learning of the genius of the Founders, and of the
exceptional nature of America, believe this message must reach farther. The ideas of self
government and independence should be sung from semittgstea. Only then can this, the
last true bastion of freedom, be preserved.
So as you ponder these words, donodét simply ag
ramblings of idiot teenagers. Learn, realize, apply, and live these principtesjde you are
reading something beautiful. Join Heritage Academy in saving America and building her heroes.

Thank you, and have a Merry Christmas!



The Nature of Freedom
TJ Menlove

In the creation of the United States of
America, many ideas, both new and old, were
revisited, revised, and reconsidered. Some of these
ideas made their way into the Constitution, and
some were excluded, or even specifically avoided.
Today, many of the people of the country work off
of technicalities and misinterpretations of laws to
get what they want. Others attempt to avoid the
law altogether by evading authorities. These
unvirtuous actions are becoming more and more
prevalent, showing a decrease in the overall virtue
of a population. These force the virtuous population
and the government to bind the hands of those who

time, the nature of humans was seen as Godgiven

rights and attributes, which are sacred and cannot
be taken away by others. The founders of our
country found these rights to be the most sacred of
all. In fact, most men find it to be sufficient reason

to dissolve the political bands which had connected

them with Britain. John Locke, another scholar that
is famous for influencing the Founding F athers,
spoke upon the state of nature. In his Second
Treatise of Government, he states:

The state of nature has a law of nature to
govern it, which obliges every one: and reason,
which is that law, teaches all mankind, who will but

would abuse the system. In this
gradual decrease of the virtue of
the people, more laws and more
control is required of the
government, which eventually
leads to a totalitarian government,
where all aspects of civilian life
must be determined by the
government in order to ensure
that goals of a country can be met.
If the people could recapture and
retain their virtue, the slide
towards a totalitarian government

O hly through

the virtue of men

can freedom
OOAAAA

consult it, that being all equal and
independent, no one ought to
harm another in his life, health,
l'i berty, or
44)

In this statement, natural
law is synonymous to that of
virtue, and it is stated that those
who care for their virtue, or
natural law, care for life, health,
liberty, and possessions of others.
Therefore, in order for freedom to
be an attainable and functioning

could be halted, and freedom
could again be functional. The ability for freedom to
work depends upon not necessarily just upon the
form in which it is administered, but also in how
virtuous the people who run the system are. As
Benjamin Fr ankl i n said,
capable of freedom. As nations become more
vicious and corrupt, they have more need of
mastersO ( Fr an-ROB)i n 297

Many scholars of the past have spoken on
the ways of nature and how it governs men. In the
first draft of the Declaration of Independence, it
states, Ohe [the king of
against human nature itself, violating its most
sacred rights of life and& liberty in the persons of a
di stant peopl e wh o
(Jefferson41) In this excerpt, we can see how, in this

o00nly

B rsicdeedi n] has

never

form of government, citizens
must care for the rights of not only themselves, but
also for those rights of others. In this quote, Locke
also shows us that nature teaches that all men are
equal and independent, further solidifying the idea
that W iorder foroaupeople ¢oonmintain a woeking
freedom they must car e
else they would fall into anarchy or into the hand of
despotism; for without a bond between
independent persons, whether that bond be by
virtue or by totalitarian rule, only anarchy can exist.
By this pattern, without virtue freedom cannot
waged cruel
Ralph Waldo Emerson had an intellectual
and insightful look on not only the nature of man,
but alsb $pecifichlly dn thematumetab scholars. In his
speech The American Scholar, Emerson explains,

posses



oln this distribution of f
delegated intellect. In the right state, he is, Man
Thinking. In the degenerate state, when the victim
of society, he tends to becomea mere thinker, or,

stildl wor se, t he parrot
(Wal do 130) . Emer son

statedo of being, and a
t he odegenerate state, o

scholar merely thinks and does not act upon those
thoughts. To think and not act would be to run
through the motions of being a mere thinker. As
Emerson continues on in his speech, he outlines
what a true scholar in the

short, a scholar should never just recite ot her 0 s

thinking, never just think, and never just intake
information. Instead, they should learn the thoughts
of others, reflect upon these thoughts and add to
them, and then act upon these thoughts.

The best place for scholars to learn about the
nature of men, according to Emerson, is from
nature itself, because human nature is in a
similitude to the nature of the universe. Thus, the
best way to learn of human nature is to learn of
nature itself. The virtue required to make freedom
work can be found in the nature of the universe.
Many counterparts must all work together, some
may not be as appreciated as others, but all are

inpoctanti Bhe swesoine lde -givimghpowela af the s
sun might seem much greater than the protection of
Jupiter; however without either, t he earth would be
unsuitable for our habitation. If Jupiter was as apt

o to theostirheedegenenaenforras ofthtman kature g@sd
st at e snany bf astarenitenight begealeus taat thersunggétg
0 d e qulé the atgeritien vehéreas €¢hé protéctiob ehiatnitg .
w Iprovadés for sis isa casoallyh averléokead., Jupiteg

thankfully, has none of these qualities; it has only
its job to do, and it does it. If we, as humans, could
master the same virtue of humility, and focus on
our own - responsibilities, we could more easily
sutaeedgnla free sotietyt e 6 woul d be. |
In'each example, and in each truth contained
herein, the pattern of the nature of freedom shows
through. Thus we can clearly see that only through
the virtue of men can freedom succeed. Without it,
either a totalitarian government must take control,
or else anarchy will ensue. In order to prevent this,
we must know what virtues are necessary; We can
learn of these virtues by observing the nature of the
universe. We must be wary, though, not to fall into
the trap of becoming a mere thinker by not acting
upon our tho ughts. We must learn, think, and act,
or else be doomed into despotism or anarchy. Such
is the nature of freedom.

Self -Enslavement
Melody Valverde

We Americansare permitted the capacity to
make our own decisions and to pursue them as we
please. Favorably, the Constitution, along with its
amendments, obstructs exterr@dpression. However,
one significant right only we can justice ourselves with
is the freedom fo mind. This necessary ability is
something that no overbearing i@ can remove.
Unfortunately, it has been unknowingly disabled by
ourselves at times. Although it is dire to be without
subjection, it is of even higher importance to not restrict
our unalenable right of thought by limiting our minds.

While there are innumerable forms of mental
obstructons, one of the most cripplingncludes

submission to anxieties. Despite the difficulty, we must
stand firm against our fears. e remain shy of bold
actions and allow our angst to determing oays, we
can never progres§Ve must aim to conguer cowardice,
which can be done thugh the extension of knowledge.

It is declared that "free should the scholar-iiee and
brave. Free even to the definition of freedom,

'without any hindrance that does not arise out of his own
constitution' Brave; for fear is a thingyhich a scholar

by his very function puts behind hinkear always
springs from ignorance" (Emerson 135). Gradually, fear
may be extinguished. Gradually, we may be free. In

t



relation to America's trials on their way to freedom, we
must endure our own battles to diminish our distress.

Along with fear, addicoins intensely enfeeble
the mind. Anaddiction is defined as, "thstate of being
enslaved to a habit or practice or to something that is
psychologically or physically habitforming, as
narcotics, to such an extent that its cessatianses
severe trauma.\Whether emotional or substantial, the
dependence and obsession from an addiction binds your
mind.

Thomas Jefferson best explains that,
fdependence beacg e ang
suffocatesthe germ of virtue, and prepares fit tools for
the designs ofrabiti ono (Jef fer son
become reliant on an addmb for something, you aren't
free. These detrimental crutches consume your thoughts
and can cause you to become irritable and lose control of
your actions. It confines you and only allows cdtams
emotions to seep through. You permit yourself a tyrant,
who cannot be reasoned with. They distort your mind to
the point of believing you're free as you're bound with
chains. While under the deceitful rule of a tyrant, it may
feel comfortable and saf it seems it wouldn't be worth
the risk to rebel. As an addiction plays a similar trick,
people must recognize and defeat its destruction.

As access to media grows, it becomes
increasingly more difficult to avoid feelings of

inadequacy. Social ideals \arlop the lives of many.
While humans feel a natural inclinatiembe accepted, it
iIs not a desire that should guide and limit your every
action. When you become
overly seltconscious, you become robotic. It controls
your thoudnts, alters your behaviognd subdues who
you are. It desolates your pursuit of happin&gghout
the freedom to be yowwn, creativity dwindles. When
there is a lack of individuality, there is a lack of
development.

Just as any fear can be beaten, the fear to stand

vernalitygy s e out or to sard alone can be defeated. Beibgth an

external and internal battle, social acceptance hiltgig

lybut eaknesles while yalgavealing your strengths.

When your personality is in shackles, yowst not
allow those bonds toot dim your spirit.

In this country, we are said to be free. Freedom,
however, isthe furthest thing from beinfree. While
there are those who physically fought for our rigkus,
must continue the war eaday with our own minds. We
cannot betray such crucial rights faefings ofcomfort

or feignedpeace. If freedom encompasses the ability to
think, speak, and aets we desire, then why are wasly
permitting ourselves the joys of the last two? If men
mustbe in the dictate of their onwconscience, their
consciencenust not be a dictator.

If Men were Angels
Daniel Pang

(.)

Among the elements which the founders of our
nation prescribed unconditionally essential for the
preservation of liberty, prevailing morality among the
people was the capital ressity. While the Founders
disagreed on many topics, on the absolutely vital nature
of the moral values of charity, industry, diligence,
frugality, temperance, and integrity, there was
unanimous concurrence. Evidence of this belief abounds
in the words ad writings they left behind. The one we
are probably most familiar with is the quote by

Benjamin Franklin: AOnly a
of freedom. As nations become corrupt and vicious,
they have more need of ma s
simlars ayi ngs include: finei th

nor the wisest laws will secure the liberty and happiness
of a people whose manners
Samuel Adams (Adams 47);
lived to see my country independent anekfr She may
long enjoy her independence and freedom if she will. It
depends on her virtuebo, by
ils there no virtue among



wretched situation. No theoretical checks, no form of
government, can neler us secure. To suppose that any
form of government will secure liberty or happiness
without any virtue in the
by James Madison (Madison
[is] the only sure foundation of public happiness iy an
countryo, by George Washi
Clearly, the Founders recognized-a vital necessity for
morality and virtue in the preservation of liberty.

Why this incessant emphasis on virtue? Why,
with the tumultuous conditions they faced in both
political and military matters, did they take the time to
impress upon their posterity the value of values? Why is
it of consequence? Although the Founders left us no
detailed illustrations of
l'aw/ peopl ebds
conjectured that they uncovered a spectrum of equal
importance respecting the intimate relationship between
moral capital in_a people and extent of liberty and
prosperity consequently available to them. Envisioning
it, one may imagine omet hi ng
| aw/ peopl ebs I aw
the line is vertical rather than horizontal, and caption the
top and bottom fAangelic
respectively. On such a depiction, the vertieakl on
the line repesents the extent and power robrality in
the people, the top representing a people who are all
utterly perfect in every aspect of morality, ethic and
intelligence, justly
the grim opposite, wbh needs no description. Attach,

t hen, to the top caption
neededo, and to t he
neededo. Thus we have

compar abilte?d@  OWa hitei matlem 69 2) .
spectrum;

spectrum, in this depiction the object is not to discover a
balanced center, but to attain the highest level of virtue,
and consequently freedom and prosperity, possible.
Whyadp & meople benefit] franm a highea gainding onytHis
gpdchrum? a Hodv dioeR unrdifig tegsure fibertyoanda | s
prosperity? Let us consider one of the extremes we
dgosoonosgeMhshehgten a88gel ic
blessings of a perfect people. In economy, not only
would they, by means of the awesome power of industry
and innovation unégd with perfect frugality, be an
extremely wealthy and advanced people, but nearly all
regulations and licensure, which are among the greatest
obstructions and handicaps in commerce, would be done
away with, for a perfectly responsible people need no
checls.  Also, thel evguld ddécalve whe thdmefits fofe

tl may reasgnablyt bre u m perpetual integrity in dealings with each other, as George

Washington said i n hi-s fa
doubt that, in the course of time and things, the fruits of
such [integrity] would richly repay any r®orary
advantages that might be lost by a steady adherence to
Per
advahtages would beothat thee peaopleswolddi ndt @eed tg
bear the weight of numberless, expensive government

mageancles, which suck nfunds rike aamous tarmadot y o

Secondly, in matters of liberty, the freedom of the

people would never be threatened by oppressive
government, for a perfect people would not select any
but the most perfect among them to assume the service

c al | e of pubkcnffice. | Thedpeople vabe neveoalloiv a despote p |

to rise to power, as they would all be diligent, wise, and
whatthiell of sheird kegdersfi Oro thig dopie rGeorge n t

bott OWas hHiarbgstodrut reefd eewdrerdme nitT h e
t wo nevea bet ih gangerpop degendrating ine a pmoraschy,

first being so good as to not need government, a perfect oligarchy, an aristtracy, or any other despotic or

embodimen o f James Madi sonos
wer e angel s, no gover nmenitn
(Madi son 48), and the
vicious [ as to

Obviously, the probability of either of these polar
extrema actually occurring is doubtful, but it is certain
that all peoples fall somewhere between the two. The
object, -therefore, is to ascertain-where we are on that
spectrum and determine in which direction we are
moving. Unl i ke wi't hlaw he

h ¢Fvaek]in 4h).e e d g @V e r mansetne r stoo i

oppeessiveufam gp Uongtas therefsthall remam any virtue
whiel dobdby onfectelss apegopl e

0 t h there would bel fart lesg ¢ivil strifiecandr lessi peed for n

nvol ve them
for almaost every conflict or trouble in American history
which has resulted in government intervention is
traceable back to a fault of character in an individual or
group of individuals. Considering that all these natural
blessings and advantages arise synfiggm adherence to
moralitly, & it Bos obvibualyw/orthehe pflore? 6Gsanted, a



society such as has been described is somewhat Father of the United States of America, had not been a
unrealistic, as we are limited by our human nature, but man of such tremendous moral courage airtue.
we would do well to approach as close to it as we can. What would have become of us had he been a man of
In the meantimelet us be thankful that we have a  vices, greed, and lustful ambition? We would not be
Constitution, a form of government which can grant us here. We could not possibly have won the war without
bl essings similar t o t h o s s mardl chasaater afi @unhgaall Iti iscconjectuallecthaty |
without having to achieve it altogether. Nevertheless, we owe our very presence heraldy, our nation, and
we the people still have to maintain a significant level of  our liberty to the morality of one man. We may not all
morality for the Constitution to function truly, as Calvin hold such critical positions as General Washington did,
Coolidge wisely remar ked: bitThe enflugneecowe lde haveaiss far greader thaa ave
their own responsibilities. There is no method by which  imagine. Each of us, throughout our lives, will touch the
the burden can be shifted lives ofttiasands;o let eourninfligence dnépleo wariue. d ¢
72). Probably the greatest opportunity we will have to impact
(-..) the future will be in how we teach morality and virtue to
Our beloved Constitution is a divinely inspired our posterity, as generation after generation will be
masterpiece of government; it cannot be matched by any affected by how we teach our children andvhtihey
document contrived by men alone, and its worth cannot teach theirs; let us prepare for that responsibility. The
be measured either with dollars or with prayers of peace and tranquility bought with righteousness is more
gratitude. Yet it alone cannot provide us with the difficult to maintain than that which is demanded by
blessings of liberty, for as with any people, liberty, tyrants, but it is the only sure means of preserving
without virtue, is dead. It may appear with the decline in  liberty; let us be bold in @ing the right. The true
morals that our nati ondés cAoarican patriot & hei who véllvgwe adl forbthe esake of |
seem the bright, golden days of our nation, enlivenedby | i ber t vy, and i n t he wor d:¢
the light of domestic vitte, are ebbing on a yellow therefore is the truest friend to the liberty of his country
horizon. It may appear that such decline is as inevitable who tri es most to promot e
and incessant as t he s unbo sus, fika trehFounding Fathers, chdose ,to have peace of a
resist would be both simple and futile. Not so. Do not conscience, knowing that we have done all we can to
underestimate the power each of us, as individuals, preserve liberty for our posterity, having lived lives of
through our labors and our steadfastness in virtue, can virtue and diligence. It is our American duty, noblesse
have to change the future. For example, imagine how oblige.
different our history would be if George Washington, the
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capable of freedom. As nations
become corrupt and vicious, they
have more need of masters."



